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Actual Work in Making a New West Side 1 00-Foot Thoroughfare to Begin Next Year—Will Mean the End of St. J ohn’s Chapel -
—Many Varick Street Landmarks Doomed to Destruction—Beneficial Effect Looked for in
- Upbuilding of Territory Around Pennsylvania Station. |
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SEVENTH AVENUE EXTENSION WILL. CREATE
GREAT BUSINESS REVIVAL IN OLD GREENWICH
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With

the appropriation last week of
$3,G00,000 by the Board of Estimate for
the extension southward of Seventh Ave-
nue from Eleventh Street to Varick and

the widening of the latter thoroughfare
to \West Broadway and Franklin Street,
this long-awalited Improvement on the
west side {8 now virtually assured. The
subject has .been before the city authori-
tles for several vears, and yarious tax-
pavers’ and civiec associations have urged
the adoption of the plan as necessary to

meet the needs of the rapidly growing
commercial interests of the old Green-
wich Village district.

The feasitility of the plan.has also be-
come mDiore evident since. the opening.of

the Pennsylvanja station, and although
some objection has been made by Indi-

vidual“property owners, the need of pro-
viding a new west side thoroughfare giv-
Ing quick conrection between the mid-
town business section and the industrial
centre west of Broadway and north of
Franklin and Canal Streets has been uni-
versally recognized.

This Seventh Avenue extension also will
undoubtedly exert a marked effect in
hastening final action toward a Seventh

Avenue subway southward from Times
Sqtare. Such an improvement is earnest-
ly desired by the Pennsylvania officials,
a8 better transit is required in the imme-
diate vicinity of the station.

Jt is this lack of quick transit facili-
-{ies that has retarded, in the opinion of
large property.owners and business men
In  the Pennsylvania ‘loft section, the
prompt development of the blocks sur-
rounding the station with high-class
Ibuﬂdings. The side streets in the vicinity
'of the station hgve been well Improved
with loft structures, but beside the alter-
ing of some old buildings around the sta-
tion tothing of great importance in new
structures has yet been completed,

. There is practically no property for
~sale in the locality of the station except
. at high figures. There has been very lit-
| tle speculative buyi during the past
ear, most of the deals of that nature
| aving been concluded just before or im-
r::n«ew:lia,tely after the apening of the sta-
tlon. The land owners, however, are hold-
ing on for the good times coming, as
there I8 unbounded confidence, and it
seems to be well placed, In the future of
 the district, but from present indications
it may be at least two years before the
much heralded building boom arrives in
earnest in the Pepnnsylvania section.

If one might venture a prophecy, this
new thoroughfare which wlil ‘make a
grand continuous 100-foot rogad from up-
per Seventh Avenue to Franklin Streét

and West Broadway will undoudtedly, at'

| first, contribute to greatly enhanced activ-
'Ry in the Greenwich zone. Within the
' past five or six yvears a great revolution
' has taken place in that -once quiet an
}almost forgotten portion of the city. '

The new policy of Trinity Corporation
in tearing down Its useless tenement
houses and replaclng them with substan-
| tial lofts and factories. fireproof, and
equipped with all modern conveniéences,
' has brought scores of new firms with
' large financial. Interests to the distric
Several individual speculators and build-
ing operators have also been active in
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' gsimilar lines.

during the last five
or two have bheen sol
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Jamea H. Cruikshank has
been, outside of Trinity. the most notable!
filgure in Greenwich, and of twenty or
more high-ciass lofts which he has erected

ears, all but one
to Investors and
rented on jong terms.

Varick Street has not yet figured in

any of these transforming movements,

Hudson Street, just to the west, has un-

dergone the greatest change. It is a

wide street and the surface car line con-
tributes somewhat to its accessibility.

With. the widening of Varick Street a

reailty, and building movement- may- be
locked for on that thoroughfare in the

Ehe New Jork Eimes
Published: September 24, 1911
Copyright © The New York Times

)

near future. The wast s!lde of tha street

lis ripe for improvement, as the proposed
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cut off by forty feet

work will not affect that portion. The
eastern side of the thoroughfare will bé
making the street
100 feet wide from armine to IFranklin
Sireet instead of sixty feet, as at present.

Actual work will hardly begin before]
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the Y¥all of 1012, The appropriation of
| $3,000,000 by the city is the first real step
toward its accomblishmeut. The city en-
lglneers are now preparing the detailed
map, but it will be practically the same
as the plan prepared over two years ago
by Nelson 1'. Lewis, chief engineer of
the Board of Estimate. All of the neces-
sary public hearings have been held, so
there will be no more delay in that re-
spect. ComiInissioners are now (o be
appointed to condemn the necessary prop-
erty. The area of assessment has been
dectermined upon,

The entirec work will cost, it {8 figured,
about $5,000,000, and the additional $2,00.,-
WU will come from the assesSsments on
neighboring property owners, the area
~extending from Fifty-ninth Street to the
- Battery. After the Commissioners are
appointed and the detailed maps prepared,
contracts will be advertised. According to
Chief Engineer Goodrich of the Bureau
of Kncumbrances of the Department of
Highways, it will not be possible to let
* contracts for portions of the work before
July 1 at the carllest, and it nitayv be later,
Borcugh President McAneny, however, in-
tends to have the work started at the car-
liest possible moment.
| “or the greater part of Varick Street,
' the improvement will affect only a lot of
ancient two and three story brick and
frame hous<es, which have long been land-
'marks of the locality. The only modern
' 1oft of importance that will be seriously
injured will be the Gray Building, just
below Laight Street. The most Interesting
landmark that will be damaged will be the
old St. John's Chapel with its hospital and
parish house, occupying the greater part
of the block between Beach and Laight
Streets opposite the New Haven freight
depot.

The attractive colonnade front and part
of the famous tower will have to go.
When the work of destruction does com-
mence it will spell the death knell of the
old church, for it has long outlived its
usefulness as a church centre, and when
the combined Seventh Avenue and Varick
Street becomes a reality the ancient St.
John’s Chapel site will doubtless give way
to a huge commercial structure devoted
to the interests of many trades.

Other interesting landmarks that will
- suffer by the change will be a portion
of the quaint Grove Street Park, the old
Bedford Street Methodist Church on the
southeast corner of Morton and Bedford
Streets, which will be entirely obliterated,
and the big yellow painted brick building
which has stood for nearly half a cen-
tury at the foot of Seventh Avenue, front-
ing 144, feet on Greenwich Avenue and
112 feet on Eleventh Street.

The heart of this great bullding, now
used as Monahan's main express office,
will be torn out, leaving but a small trian-
gle on Eleventh Street. and a slice on
Greenwich Avenue. The bullding was
erected for the Tracy & Russell brewery, |
and its was forty-two years old in 1904, |
when the brewery ceased to exist, The
Monahan Express Company has a lease
of four years more on the property. but‘
in anticipation of the comling removal the
company has purchased a large plot run-
ning through from Seventeenth to Eight-
centh Street, 100 by 200 feet, just west
of Seventh Avenue, where a large build-
ing for express uses is to be shortly
erected. )

In all, about ten blocks wlill be cut
through south from the present end of
Seventh Avenue to the head of Varick
Street at Carmine Street. The new ave-
nue will run just to the east of XHudson
Park, and it will probably be necessary
to'cut away a portion of fhe public bath
buil}c{:ung on Clarkson Street, adjoining the
park,




